
 

© Copyright, 1989-1990 Catholic Scripture Study, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 

CATHOLIC SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 

Catholic Scripture Study Notes written by Sister Marie Therese, are 
provided for the personal use of students during their active participa-

tion and must not be loaned or given to others. 

 

SERIES IV 

 
 

THE PROPHETS AND REVELATION 
 
 

Lesson 23  Commentary  Revelation 8-11 
Lesson 24  Questions       Revelation 12 13 

 
 

THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 
Revelation 8-11 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 We are now beginning the central part of Rev-
elation. The silence in heaven while God and the 
heavenly court listened to the praying Church 
gives way to seven angels with seven trumpets, 
each ready to blow the trumpets. Do they mean 
triumph… doom? In scripture, four signals are 
sounded by trumpets: A day of remembrance. 

On the first day of the seventh month, 
keep a day of Sabbath rest, with a sa-
cred assembly and with the trumpet 
blast as a reminder; you shall then do 
no sort of work, and you shall offer an 
oblation to the Lord (Leviticus 
23:24,25). 

 Does God not call us, through the Church, to 
“a sacred assembly, you shall then do no sort of 
work, and you shall offer an oblation to the Lord.” 
How does your family keep this commandment? 

 A day of triumph (Joshua 6:4, at Jericho’s 
siege): “On the seventh day (of the siege) march 
around the city seven times, and have the priests 
blow the trumpets... The walls of the city will col-

lapse.” Trumpets also were blown at a coronation 
(1 Kings 1:34) or as a warning (Jeremiah 4:5ff). 

 The trumpet events in Revelation were proba-
bly before the sixth seal, which seems to be the 
events at the last days. The author of Revelation 
apparently did not place the events he narrates in 
the order of their happening, but he repeats a pat-
tern, covering the same ground again and again. 
The type of natural disasters in Revelation happen 
in every time; they can predict world events of 
any age, for example, in chapter 8, the trials are 
similar to the Plagues sent to Pharaoh when he 
refused to let the Hebrew slaves leave with Mo-
ses. When prophets predict them through God’s 
world, and they happen, this is God’s testimony to 
His prophets’ words. 

I. SEVEN TRUMPETS (Revelation 8:6-10:7) 

 A. First Four Trumpets (Revelation 8:7-
13). These are all on material creation. 

  1. First Trumpet (Revelation 8:7, 
Exodus 7:20, 9:23-24). The trumpet’s sound 
by the first angel caused hail, fire, (lightening), 
and blood, all recorded also in the Egyptian re-
fusal to listen to Moses’ request.  God expects us 
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to listen to His representatives. The earth, trees, 
grass, were burned up. 

  2. Second Trumpet (Revelation 8:8-
9, Exodus 7:20). The sea was in turmoil at the 
fiery mountain plunge into the water, killing a 
third of sea creatures, and wrecking ships. 

  3. Third Trumpet (Revelation 8:10-
11). (The first plague of Egypt—Jeremiah 9:12-
14). Rivers and springs were all polluted by a 
large star burning and falling to the waters of the 
land, ruining a third of them. 

  4. Fourth Trumpet (Revelation 8:12). 
One third of the sun, moon, and stars became 
dark, so that earth’s light was dimmed. 

  5. Fifth Trumpet (Revelation 9:1-12, al-
so 1:20, 20:1-3).  

   a. “Star” here represents an angel, a 
fallen angel. Jesus says that He saw Satan fall like 
a star (Luke 10:18). It was believed that stars were 
living creatures, at that time. The “bottomless pit” 
meant what we call “hell” (Revelation 9: 1-2). 

   b. Locust Plague (Revelation 9:3-6, 
Deuteronomy 28:38, Exodus 10:12-15). The scor-
pion-like insects harmed only those who did not 
have God’s seal on their forehead: Christ’s grace 
in baptism. Such people suffer life’s torments 
without faith or hope or love and see death as a 
relief. Today, we have seen such a loss of belief  
that they call death a “mercy killing”—
administered to oneself or to a loved one. 

   c. Three Horse-beasts Locusts (Revela-
tion 9: 7-11). These ominous beasts hurt only 
people. They had as leader the king of the Abyss, 
the angel called “Destroyer.” Could you have 
been “hurt” by denial of your baptismal seal, 
through sin? Have you, or do you, instruct your 
baptized children in their victory over sin, by ade-
quate instruction, and also religious education; 
and by religious living, which they learn and have 
seen in you? 

  6. The Sixth Trumpet (Revelation 9:13-
18).  The four angels refer to the universe, the 
four corners of the world and the destructive ef-
fects on it by sin, which will “kill a third of the 
human race” (Revelation 9:18). The locusts are 
not our tanks, or planes, which are all man-made 
implements to kill, but they are cancer, road acci-
dents, malnutrition—our own doings that result in 
destruction. 

 B. Aftermath of the Plague (Revelation 
9:20-21). This is one of the saddest details in the 
Scriptures. “The rest of the human race, who were 
not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the 
works of their hands to give up the worship of 
demons and idols… “ (Revelation  9:20). 

 The words “killed” and “repent” and “idols” 
in Catholic terms based on the original Latin, re-
mind us of “mortal” sin, called “deadly” (1 John 
5:16-21). What has the Church defined as “mortal 
sin”? The Church teaches that a deadly sin, or 
even one without the total qualities of that sin, 
should be removed and healed by the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. 

 Another important phrase for us, in Revelation 
9:20 is “worship of idols.” These are objects, 
earthly valuables or materials, so coveted and 
bought in our lives that, in many people, amounts 
to “worship.” What idols of earth’s values are 
common in America? In your lives? Beautiful 
homes? Cars? Work? Careers? What do our youth 
value… ? 

II. THE SEVENTH TRUMPET (Revelation 
11:15-19) 

 This seventh (fullness) trumpet is indeed a 
sign of completeness—the fullness of God’s gift, 
for it announces the coming and the reign of 
Christ, the final victory over diabolical powers. 
The famous Hallelujah chorus of Handel was in-
spired by these exuberant, joyful, voices in heaven 
(Revelation 11:15). This fullness of the seventh 
trumpet is the next coming of Christ—the Parou-
sia, the greatest celebration earth will have. 
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 “Nor did they repent of their murders, magic 
potions (alcohol? drugs?), their unchastity, or 
their robberies” (Revelation 9:21). 

 Each daily newspaper, each newscast, keep us 
informed of local, national and world-wide scan-
dals, court cases, etc. that are common occurrenc-
es in our towns and countries. In these news re-
ports these are not called by the terms John uses, 
nor do we, perhaps? What is “unchastity” called 
today? These six trumpet blasts represent every 
chance for repentance that God offers man, for the 
sake of his saving. 

        An Interlude in Two Scenes 

  1. Scene 1 (Revelation 10:1-11). Be-
fore the seventh trumpet sounds, a mighty angel 
comes from heaven in a cloud, his head with a 
halo, his face like the sun, his feet like pillars of 
fire, standing on earth and sea. The small scroll is 
in his hand, but not sealed. He declares in a voice 
like a lion roaring, the time for the mysterious 
plan of God to be fulfilled (Revelation 10:7). A 
voice from heaven tells John to take the scroll; as 
the angel gives it, telling him it will taste like 
honey, but make his stomach sour. What can this 
mean for us? For one thing, it again describes our 
temptations to sin and evil: they attract us and 
when we yield, they sour on us. Another is that 
the little scroll; a small but potent part of the Bi-
ble, is the New Testament, which we feel sweet to 
our taste, becomes bitterness to us when we 
preach it and it is not accepted, or when we try to 
live it and find it means penance and self-control. 
To “eat” the little scroll is to read the Bible our-

selves; only then can we digest it; in our own life, 
it must be digested, become part of us. 

  2. Scene 2 (Revelation 11:1-14) The 
Two Witnesses. The new Israel (Christians) are 
symbolized by the Temple and the altar, the wor-
shippers are the Church. The persecution of Anti-
ochus IV which we saw in the book of Daniel, 
lasted “forty-two months.” These months (or 3 1/2 
yrs.) stand for a period of tribulation. God will 
deliver His people after this. 

 The two olive trees and lampstands (Revela-
tion 11:4) are prophets, leaders of the Church 
(Zechariah 4:1-14, Mark 6:7); those who witness 
to God, such as Moses “water into blood” (Exo-
dus 7:17-20), Elijah (1 Kings 18:36-40, 17:1). 
Could they be Peter and Paul in the New Testa-
ment? 

 The beast is the Roman emperor, here, Nero. 
Rome is the great city—Egypt is a symbol in the 
Old Testament of the great city. Though the wit-
nesses to God lie dead, their bodies unburied, 
while the great city’s inhabitants (those who op-
pose and ignore God and His Christ), gloat over 
the dead witnesses, seen as never to be a problem 
again. But all saw them raised and taken up to 
heaven, the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:2). 

 Now the twenty-four elders enter again into 
the account. They, the saved, the believers, in 
both the Old and New Testaments, prostrate 
themselves in worship. They rejoice that God has 
taken active control over the world. It is now a 
kingdom of Christ, who is the ark, the sign of 
God’s covenant. 

 
* * * * * * * 
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QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 24 
Revelation 12-13 

 
 

Day 1  Read the notes. 
 a. What gave you a new understanding? 
 
 
 
 b. Did some points there speak to your life? How? 
 
 
 
Day 2  Read Revelation 12:1-2. 
 a. Is the woman a real person, or a symbol of something? 
 
 
 
 b. What do the heavenly bodies mean in relationship to the woman? 
 
 
 
 c. Read Revelation 12:3. Who is the dragon? 
 
 
 
 d. Read Revelation 12:4-6. Who is her son? 
 
 
 
Day 3  Read Revelation 12:7-12, Daniel 12:1, Jude 9, Deuteronomy 19:15. 
 a. What have you known of Michael the Archangel before now? 
 
 
 
 b. In heaven, what forces fought a war? Why? 
 
 
 
 c. In “They conquered him… by the word of their testimony” (Revelation 12:11), give a situa-

tion when the “word” could conquer Satan (Deuteronomy 19:15). 
 
 
 
 d. When did Jesus conquer Satan by the Word of God (Luke 4:1-13)? 
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 e. In Revelation 12:8b, how can this happen to you? 
 
 
 
Day 4  Read Revelation 12:13-18, Genesis 3:15 and Exodus 19:4. 
 a. What do the two wings of the eagle symbolize? 
 
 
 
 b. What could be a desert for us as a saving place? 
 
 
 
Day 5  Read Revelation 13:1-4, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12, Daniel 7:3-6. 
 a. In Revelation 13:1-2, what does the beast out of the sea represent? (See footnote in New        

American Bible.) 
 
 
 
 b. If the dragon in verse 4 is Satan, how is it literally fulfilled today? 
 
 
 
 
 c. When we utter “proud boasts” whom are we serving? 
 
 
 
 d. How can we overcome our pride? 
 
 
 
 e. How does verse 10b, relate to verses 1–10a of Revelation 13? 
 
 
 
Day 6  Read Revelation 13:11-14, Deuteronomy 13:1-4, Matthew 24:24, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. 
 a. Why does God permit “false gods” to tempt us? 
 
 
 
 b. Read Revelation 13:15-17, 14:9-10, 16:2, 19:20. In verse 15, what was the choice for Chris-

tians under these emperors? 


